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Introduction
The Eurasian beaver (Castor fiber L.) has been widespread throughout Europe in the past. The first record of the Eurasian beaver (C. fiber L.)

population in this area was given by Tabue in 1777 in his writings on the Kingdom of Slavonia and Srijem. At the end of the 19th century, species

was endangered and almost disappeared throughout Europe and remained only in a few spatially distant localities and areas. The Eurasian

beaver (C. fiber L.) was widespread in Croatia as well, until the end of the 19th century, when it was exterminated. The last data on the presence

in Croatia was given by Ettinger in 1857. Republic of Croatia joined the project of reintroducing Eurasian beavers (C. fiber L.) in Europe to their

former habitats in the early 1990s. Through the project "Beaver in Croatia" species were reintroduced in the period from 1996 to 1998 at the

locations of the forests Žutica (Sava population) and Legrad (Drava population). Their numbers have been increasing since then.

Population dynamics
Today, it is a strictly protected species and is listed in Annexes II and

IV of the NATURA 2000 Habitats Directive. In the last 15 years, the

Eurasian beaver (C. fiber L.) has spread to the east along the rivers

Sava and Drava and today species is a regular resident of the Spačva

basin, the Kopački rit Nature Park and the Middle Danube region in

general. Eurasian beaver population monitoring in the Kopački rit

Nature Park has been carried out regularly since 2007. Data on

population dynamics were collected based on the family territories.

In 2020, 155 (155 ± 16) territories were recorded, but, based on

preliminary habitat reconnaissance, it is assumed that the number of

territories is lower. Based on many years of monitoring, it can be

concluded that the population dynamics of the Eurasian beaver (C.

fiber L.) in Kopački rit Nature Park, after a very short period of

settlement of the new habitat, has entered a phase of rapid growth.

Based on the monitoring results, it can be concluded that Kopački rit

is an ideal and still unlimited habitat for beaver.

Monitoring Protocol development
Due to its ecology, it has multiple positive impacts on increasing the

biodiversity and quality of the habitat and ecosystem. On the other

hand, with its protection as indicator species, other species that are

part of the same habitat are also under protection. In addition to the

nature protection value of the species, has also had an economic

value throughout history. All these reasons speak in favour of the

need to develop a Protocol for Eurasian beaver (C. fiber L.)

monitoring. The Protocol has been developed for the client of

Hrvatkse vode, legal entity for water management in Croatia, for the

purpose of monitoring the species in the area of Kopački rit Nature

Park. However, the protocol is designed so that it can be applied and

used to monitor the beaver in other localities as well. The protocol

includes sampling methods and instructions for field work,

distribution mapping, species monitoring program, list of necessary

equipment for the implementation of activities, and data processing

and analysis, which includes population estimates as well.
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