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Introduction
The Republic of Croatia is one of the top European countries in terms of the number of mammal species. Out of a total of 101 species,

90 are autochthonous, which makes Croatia one of the 8 European countries with the highest mammal biodiversity. According to total

number of mammal species in Europe (231 species), the fauna of Croatia makes up 44% of the total Europe fauna. Croatian mammal

fauna includes insectivores (Insectivora) with 11 species, bats (Chiroptera) with 34 species, carnivores (Carnivora) with 17 species,

whales, dolphins and porpoises (Cetacea) with 9 species, rodents (Rodentia) with 31 species, hares, pikas, and rabbits (Lagomorpha)

with 3 species and finally even-toed ungulates (Artiodactyla) with 12 species. In terms of taxonomic categories, the order of bats

(Chiroptera) is particularly significant. Bats represent 39% of the mammal fauna in Croatia. Also, the Croatian bat fauna in the European

framework represents a significant group since out of a total of 40 known bat species recorded in Europe, 34 species are found in

Croatia, which makes up 85% of the total of Europe’s bat fauna.

Research goals
The aim of the study is to assess the initial status of mammalian

fauna with special emphasis on the endangered species listed on

the Red List of mammalian fauna of Croatia. For the client of

Hrvatske vode, legal entity for water management in Croatia, as a

part of the "Naturavita" project, a study of the initial status of the

mammalian fauna of the Kopački rit Nature Park was made.

Results
Habitat diversity of Kopački rit, which is represented through the

endless reeds, ponds, floodplain forests and wet meadows,

provides optimal living conditions for many species of flora and

fauna, including mammals. According to previous researches, the

mammal fauna of Kopački rit consists of 62 species, which makes

approximately 61% of the total number of mammals in Croatia,

which is 101 species. The mammal diversity of Kopački rit consists

of 7 species of insectivores, 19 species of bats, 11 species of

carnivores, 4 species of even-toed ungulates, 1 species of hares,

pikas, and rabbits and 20 species of rodents distributed in 16

families and 41 genera.
Conclusions
However, in addition to recent species, it is necessary to mention

species that were present in Kopački rit in the past but have not

been recorded in the last 20, 50 or 100 years; the wolf (Canis lupus

L.) and the European ground squirrel (Spermophilus citellus L.).

According to the number of mammal species in Kopački rit, it can

be concluded that the research area is one of the most suitable

areas for mammals in the Republic of Croatia. When it comes to

hunting game, the mammal fauna in the Kopački rit has been

relatively well researched. However, despite the obtained database

on the number of species, their ecology and the response of

populations to various changes in the environment is still poorly

known, especially in aquatic, semi – aquatic and wetland

ecosystems such as Kopački rit. In order to obtain the necessary

answers to the questions and challenges that they bring, it is

necessary to continue systematic researches of individual species

and populations of mammals in the Kopački rit.
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