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ReWild Kopački rit - Are we ready?

Je li Kopački rit spreman za ReWilding?
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Introduction
Urbanization, depopulation of rural areas, efficiency improvement in agriculture and the transition to a post-industrial economy in

Europe and North America has taken large areas of land out of human use that could be returned to their "natural" state. All of the

above creates new opportunities for nature protection, among which the dominant is a new innovative process – the so-called

Rewilding. a process of wild nature. Rewilding represents a new, progressive view of nature conservation within conservation biology.

The purpose of Rewilding is to allow nature to govern itself, to turn human from the role of manager into an observer.

Definition & Aims
The Rewilding principle originally began in the Netherlands in 1980s and was continued through well-known projects such as

Yellowstone, Pleistocene Park and Mauritius. The question is what Rewilding means in practice, what are the starting points of habitat

and species status and what are the targeted habitats and species. Therefore, rewilding activities require expertise and adequate

knowledge of the targeted ecosystems in order to assess exactly which interventions are need. It is also important to define the

ecosystem baseline status and assess the impact of planned activities on existing ecosystems. Rewilding in terms of the protection of

certain animal species, such as alpine chamois (R. rupicapra L.), wolf (C. lupus L.) or Eurasian lynx (L. lynx L.), includes activities like

creation of protected corridors that allow interactions between distant fragmented populations and, consequently, the settlement of

new territories. In order to create the conditions for Rewilding, it is potentially necessary to plan long-term habitat revitalization, which

can be the basis for the recolonization and/or reintroduction of endangered or regionally extinct species.

Examples & Conclusion
The wider area of Kopački rit was inhabited by species which are regionally extinct today such as the European mink (Mustela lutreola

L.). In the last 50 or 100 years, species such as wolf (C. lupus L.), European ground squirrel (Spermophilus citellus L.) and Eurasian lynx (L.

lynx L.) have become extinct from this area. However, the wetland ecosystems of Kopački rit, as a protected are of the middle Danube

region, is an ideal location for Rewilding processes. The protected area of Kopački rit through the Rewilding processes can be a

stepping stone habitat that will enable the connection of regionally fragmented populations of certain species. This may directly

increases the biodiversity of the Kopački rit, and it connects the regional populations of the middle Danube region, while enhancing the

genetic diversity and stability of species/populations in general.

Ultimately, the benefits of Rewilding are not only focused on nature but also on human well-being and the local community that is an

integral part of the ecosystem. Rewilding processes ensure an increase in ecosystem services, the quality of natural resources and

goods that people use and live with, and consequently, sustainable tourism through active wildlife observation contributes raising

awareness of biodiversity conservation and gives new benefits to the local community.


