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Introduction

Research area is part of the river Drava and Danube floodplain. It
is characterized by floodplain forests of willows and poplars with a
mosaic of reeds and network of canals and standing water bodies.
The two largest water bodies are Old Drava Sarvaš (Picture 1.) and
Old Drava Bijelo Brdo (Picture 2.), the locations of the research.
Locations are the remains of Drava meanders that were cut by
hydrotechnical interventions in the past in order to shorten the
waterway. Over time, the meanders lost contact with the main
riverbed due to the succession process.

Methodology

Field surveys were conducted from December 2019 to September
2020. The monitoring method was carried out according to the
Protocol for bird (Aves) monitoring in floodplains of the
continental part of Croatia.

Research goals

The aim of the research is to collect data on the distribution and
status of bird populations with reference to endangered and
strictly protected species, environment indicator species such as
woodpeckers (Piciformes) and water birds.
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Picture 5. Anser anser with juvenile
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Graph 3. Bird population status comparison

Results

Picture 6. Casmerodius albus

Picture 7. Ardea cinerea

Picture 8. Cygnus olor with juvenile

A total of 60 bird species were determined (Picture 3. – 8.) At the study site of Old Drava Sarvaš, 44 species and 48 species at Old Drava Bijelo
Brdo . Of the total number of species, 58 are nesting (96.67%), 30 are resident birds (50.00%), 23 are migratory (38.33%) and 8 are wintering
(13.33 (Graph 1.) Of total species 16 are classified as water birds, which represents 27% of the total number of species. The presence of 4
species of woodpeckers (Piciformes) was also determined; Dendrocopos major, Dendrocopos medius, Dryocopus martius i Picus canus.
According to the Red Data Book of Birds of Croatia, the species are classified into 6 categories as follows; Least Concern (LC), Near Threatened
(NT), Vulnerable (VU), Endangered (EN) and Critically Endangered (CR). There are 43 species in Least Concern (LC) category or 71.67%, then 4 in
NT (6.67%) and EN (6.67%), 6 species in category VU (10.00%), while one species in category CR (1.67%) (Graph 2.). Endangered species in this
case are those belonging to categories EN, VU and CR. Thus, it can be concluded that 11 species (20%) are endangered at the national level. Of
particular importance is the finding of the Red Kite (Milvus milvus) whose nesting population has the status of RE in Croatia. However, the Red
Kite finding in the study area belongs to a migratory population that does not have an assigned category (NA). Regarding strictly protected
species, a total of 40 species were recorded, which is 66.67% of the total number of bird fauna at the study area (Graph 3.). Considering that
the bird fauna of Croatia includes 385 species, bird fauna of Aljmaški rit represents 16% of the national ornithofauna. Thus, the research results
show the great importance of Aljmaški rit as a suitable habitat for bird fauna.

