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Introduction

Monitoring of the Eurasian beaver (Castor fiber L.) in
the Kopački rit Nature Park began in 2007. Due to its
large biomass, macrophytic vegetation is the primary
food source during the vegetation season. Outside the
vegetation season, the primary food source for beavers
is the white willow (Salix alba L.) whose forests are
dominant in the floodplain. As the number of beavers
and their territories increased, more pressure was on
the capacity of the habitat, so beavers were forced to
use other types of trees for food. These are still the
types of trees that are classified as soft deciduous.

Picture 1. Tracks on Salis alba

Methodology

The Research was conducted during 2020. Main
method of determination was visual inspection of the
terrain of terrestrial and aquatic habitats and tracks,
feces, dwellings, tracks of feeding, tracks on the soil
and vegetation were documented (Picture 1.,2.,3.,4.,5.).

Picture 2. Tracks on fallen tree

Picture 3. Tracks of feeding

Picture 3. Tracks on Salis alba

Picture 4. Beaver activity at Hulovo canal

Map 1. Recorded beaver tracks and sightings

Results and conclusions

In 2020, 122 (121.5 ± 12.5) territories were recorded
(Map 1.). Based on years of monitoring, it can be
concluded that the population dynamics of the eurasian
beaver (Castor fiber L.) in the Kopački rit Nature Park
has entered a phase of rapid growth. Based on the
monitoring results in 2020, we can conclude that
Kopački rit is an ideal and still unlimited habitat for
beavers. The absence of the main predator, the wolf
(Canis lupus L.), and unrecorded predation by the jackal
(Canis aureus L.) and the non-antagonistic relationship
with the otter (Lutra lutra L.) further support this claim.
Therefore, further rapid growth of the beaver (C. fiber
L.) population is to be expected. In addition, four
territories outside the floodplain have been recorded so
far. Monitoring will continue in 2021 through the
project NATURAVITA.

